FROM 


In the Cs of Berks | 


BEING 
Afull and true Relation of a great and errible. 


_ Thunder-clap 


| That happened on the 23 day, of Fuly 1678. 
between 11 and 12 aclock 1 in che orenoon. 


By which was killed one Chr. Batchelor 


2s he was ſitting ina Chair by the fire- 
fide, in Ockingbam aforeſaid. - 


' With ſeveral other ſtrange things it did i in the faid | 
| houfe, which in this Book are related. 


- The truth whereof is wel! known, and atteſted by = 
ſeveral chief men of the ſaid Town, | 


— 


With Permiſfion. 


cp. —  ———— —  — —_ —  — 


_—_ 


London, Printed for D. af. 1673. | 
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—A He truth of this. ory beiog ſo faith- 
-* Fully atteſted Hb: " 

the moſt principal gE* ons of the 
MF | Town, wherethe Tragedy fell L out, 
| and for.the a es got ne thovghe 6 .. ,- _ 
Jbc to, be communicated. to Fett %; 


$.1 tn 
| City:, [to the eng. it mi be tran m ted to k 
4 vr ore ublick notice '5 | 


ive you int $4 


allowing ny juſt _ rb An 81/5 'of th e 
L "IE: 


| $4ndbarft in the faid Cuunty about three miles 


' twentieth day of, July: laſt, to ccme tothe houſe. 


Bears 20d Bacon 'that were then provided fo 


2] 


paiticulars, which we wiſh may have that Influ- 


ence upon all that read or hear it, as towork in | 
them That-holy: fear afid reverence*.towards* Al- 
mighty Ged, as ſuch aſiaviſhing AQs and Demon- 
ſtratious of his Dizine Power may jultly exact of 
hem, 


Atithe; Town of Okingham in-Bark fire, '(a © 
place well known, beiog one of the principal 
Market-tow ns \of that Ccunty') there dwelleth 
one Kobert Hunt a Maulſter, that; inthat way. of 
trading had dealing wich ſeveral perſons of the- 
Country thereabout; that-uſed to come to his 
houſe to buy Mault of .him : Amoog the reſt, 
one Chriſtopher Batcheler living at 8. place called 


c ff from 0kinghamw, happened upon the three and 


of the ſaid Robert Hunt with intentions to buy a 
parcel of Mault of him for his neceſfary uſe. 
Hy came thitker in the. mozniog , which proved 
{mething wet and raipy.. The aforeſaid Robert: 
Gunz t, his Wife anf two'Chi!dten, were athome 
together, with one” Oxvyes a Neighbour of the 
ſaid Town : the men were fittiag diſcoutling to- 
ether in the Kitchin, and rhe faid Chriſtopher 
Fatchelor Vining by'the fire fide there, -Abeur'e: 
I: ven or twelveof the clock, being Dibper-eiimne,] 
the woman of the bouſe was sbout taking vp'ſeime| 


their 


_ the Room, ratled dawa the Pewter from the 


. beheld it}, eſpecially in the aforefard ' Robere 


ſelf that they were all dead perſons; but God 


"_ A: LEW. , 
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'3 | 
their Dinner z when juſt abont the ſaid time, it 
having rained very hard a little time before, on 
a ſudden the Skies were mask'd with blackneſs 
as a preſage of an approaching Tragedy sz and 
thereupon a greatflaſh of Lightning inſued, to- 
gether with a dreadful clap of Thunder , which 
made the people quake at the hearing of it. - 
This purſevant of the Divine power, ict ſeems, 
came not without its errand'; it had a frightful . 
Meſ[ageto deliver, which it ſpeedily put in Ex- 
ecution; for this flaſh of Lightning ( as a pro» 
drome to a farther 'Judgment ) had firſt rent, 
with a great breach, the Chimny of the room 
where rhey (ate, took two bricks out of the hearth: 
of the ſaid Chimny, and thence proceeding into * 


ſhelves ,;, and threw down a quart of beer that. 
{tvod thete'by them. THEO <A 
After this, it made its paſſage through thetwo'' 
windows in the Toom, both which ic fhartered * 
ro pieces, Theſe fearful accidents cauſed 'a' 
great agony and conſtervartion in the perfons that” 


Huntthe Maſter of the houſe, who ar the horrour 
of this ſtrange Spectacle, concluded with him- } 


was better. tohim.( as it proved ) than his fears 
did: prognofticate : For' looking abcut him! in 
this amazement io ſee if} avy were hurt cr dama- © 


. Family ſtanding upon their legs and well, with- 


out any other damage than what the fright had ' 


- putthem to, forwhich , the poor man was very 
joyful 3 but looking towards the Chimoy ja the 


very inſtant, he ſees the aforeſaid Batchelor juſt 


falling to the ground out of the Chair where he 
ſate, withtheſe words in his mouth, ( 0 Chriſt, 


what is come to mee ) which were the laſt words: 


that ever he was heard to ſpeak, being ſtrucken 


with death, as they found when they came to. 


him ;. not all the means they could uſe (of which 
there was none wanting) being able to recover 
him tolife againz but there he remained a live- 
leſs: coarſe, and a ſad ſpecacle of the Divine 


Judgement , to the terrour of all about him. 


Company coming in immediately upon the out- 


cry of this Tragedy, the body was viewed, but 


nq viſible hurt appeared in any part of it, only a 


ſtrong ſmell of powder about his clothes, The 


woman of the houſe indeed was taken very ill, 
and continued ſo allday , which mighe poſſible 
be through her affrightmeat at the aforeſaid Spe- 
Qacle 3 but it pleaſed God no more hurt was 
done at that time to the houſe or any perſon ia it, 
ſaving what is before related. 


There have been at leaſt two hundred perſons 
attheaforeſaid houſe to ſatisfie their curioſicy in 


truth of theſe particulars 3 and among the _ 
; | the 


ent 12-2 a, oh. dla 
gedby the aforeſaid Liekiing, ſaw all his own 


fd Bronke, "and Jobn'Bradly, 


* "Tt'is not in or com 
the* Quality" 6r"C6 

whom: this heavy Judgment'was inflicted 3'nct- 
ther have we heard of any grofs Enormities ia his 
life, that might ſtigmatize him as a mark for the 
Divine Vengeance 3. nor (upon this inſtance) can 
, we charitably conclude any ſuch things by him. 
"Tis the impious folly of men, to paſs uacharita- 
ble conſtruQions upon ſuch ſubjets of miſery, as 
if a more remarkable puniſhment would argue: 
them to be the more. notorious finnersz whea in 
the mean while, it may be notwithſtanding ſuch: 
corporal [aflictions, their Souls may be in a hap- 


ier ſtate than theirs nſure them; Gods 
Fud ments are XX oo fatk (without great. 


preſumption) to be fathomed by the narrow line © 


of our Conceptions : But to check the immodelt; 
and too-arrogant cenſures of men in ſuch caſes, 
our Bleſſed: Saviour hath taught us in the inſtance 


of the ſlaughter'd Galileans , That except wedo: 


for our ſelves repent us of our ſins, we can.ex+ 
pet, and doWdeſerve, no more mercieat his hands 
than other the Monuments of his exemplary Ju- 


ſtice. If je pleaſe God ſometimes to ſtep out of: 


the uſual. rode of his Providence, to inflit ſomg, 
ſtrange: 


— 


ſtrange and unuſual F. -” DOOR .a0y., it is 
not thereby intended that we ſhould triumph ia 
their miſeries, or cea{ure their perſons, but ra- 
ther humbly to adore them in thoſe diſcoveries 
of bis Divine Power and Juſtice 3 and to magni- 
fie his paticace and long-ſuffering towards 'us, 
when there wanted neither any ali part,nor 
. Provocation on ours, to procure the like puniſh- 
+ ment to our ſclyes, | Ed 


\ 


